Ace Chemicals: Forensic Audit Simulation Case 01: The ‘Cold’ Trail
Background: You have been hired as a forensic auditor by the executive board of Ace Chemicals. Management suspects that vials of a highly valuable compound, Lazarus-7, are being diverted between the synthesis lab and the cold storage warehouse.
Phase 1: Data Analytics
1. Download the primary datasets: Chemistry_Lab_Output.csv, Warehouse_Receiving.csv, and Security_Badge_Logs.csv.
2. Connect these datasets in a data visualization or analytics tool (e.g., Tableau, PowerBI, or Excel).
3. Your Objectives:
· Identify which specific Batch ID is missing vials.
· Identify the specific variance code used in the system to hide the missing inventory.
· Cross-reference the inventory adjustment time with the physical security logs to determine the exact day of the week and time the primary suspect, Cold Storage Supervisor Martin Fries, swiped into the building outside of his authorized working hours.
Phase 2: Evidence Gathering & Time Logging
1. Once you have identified the anomaly, you must log the total time you spent analyzing the datasets. This time is deducted from your overall Audit Budget.
2. Proceed to the HR & IT Portal.
3. Spend a portion of your remaining budget to pull the System Security Exception Report. This will provide you with official PDF documentation of the off-hours access and unlock the suspect's interrogation room.
Phase 3: The Interrogation
1. Navigate to the Interrogation Room. You will conduct a live interview with Martin Fries.
2. He will initially stonewall you and stick to a cover story regarding a broken thermostat.
3. To break his alibi: You must present the physical document evidence (the Security Log) using the interface, AND explicitly confront him in the chat with the precise details you found (e.g., the exact time he entered the building, or the exact variance code used).
4. Deliverable: Secure a definitive confession. When you are finished, click the green “Submit Final Audit Report” button at the top right of the Interrogation Room screen.

